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RUN FOR SHELTER

Inside the Shelter Island home
ol Katherine and Marco Bireh
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“Shelter Island is so ideal for us becawse itis sitvated in the middle of everything we love ta
dovoutdnars, like playing tennis, swimming, water skiing and hiking,” Katherine says. “There
are somie of the most beantiful beaches here, world -class sailing on the bays, wonderful
vineyards and fabulnes Incal and fresh fand; it is truly a magical place;” she adds, adjusting
her sun-kissed blande halr as she cuddles her 11-maonth-ald -.i.:'ll.lll_h’.u. Annabelle, and ]-:E'L'p-s.
am eye on son William, who periodically zooms by in his toy car

The Birches' vast house, of about 18,000 square fect, was designed by Brandes Maselli
Architects and built :;."!,' Robert Plumb of Hag Harbor. It's dc’:igﬁ(.‘i in a traditiomnal "~"|'|i:1_l_l|r
sl:r|-: i -:!r:m'in_u_l. i|1a.r||r:|'.|r|:: froom Shelter Tsband's rural h'.-‘l-:'-r',- as well a5 itx own '|:-i-.'|||'rt.'--:||:r
selling—a crescent knnll overlooking Conecles Harbor

“The Intention was to make the house feel as if it had been lived in far generations
Katherine says. Her husband, Marco Birch, a portiolio manager at Moore Capital Manage-
ment, decorated the honse himself. An avid sailor, Marco kept his nautical theme consistent
throughout the house, from the Jarge model sailkoats that adorn the living mom, and
maring art, in the wall murals of the dining ronm that were handpainted by artist Ann Harris
i cle '|:-i-..| maps of Shelier Island. & 7-font copper and brass n-|'|!i-.':| of Armericas f—.np 'I,u.rh‘.
Endeavours weathervane adoens the roof while the intering of the weathervane hangs Righ i
the domed ceiling above the grand staitcase

As the wind changes, both intermal and external vanes respond in wnison to the direction-
ally correst compass hand-painted on the floor

All bedroams in the house are whimsically themed. "Our sons rooam is nautical and is

designed to feel like the inside of a galleon, while our daughters room is encased in owr

favorite vignettes of the Mashomack Preserve,” Katherine explains, referring to that 2,044
acre matural area. One guest room displays Shelter Tsland historical memorabilia, like a large
woaden kayak suspended above the bed, which was made by a local craftsman, Mike Loriz,
from the aak of the largest tree on the island that fell after a storm
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“The house was baili o he L-ﬂ.itl-}'l'l.l. all
year)' Katherine says. “We get just 23 excited
to hit the beach and go out on the boat as we
do o bundle wp and play paddle tennis in
the fall or go snowshoeing and watch the ice
beats race on Coecles Harhorin the winter”

The houese was cearly built with a love for
entzrtaining n mind, which the Birches do
willingly and often. Their doars are always
open to family and friends; events range
from smiall intimate dinners in the garden
rownm, o '|1.|||'i|.|.a:( feasis, 1o L-]'.!il.' |'I'.l.|":il‘.'1 in
the disen room thal doubles a8 o movie

theater and is equipped with 30 speakers,
discn balls, laser lights and a 13 booth.

In the summers the great lawn that
owerlooks Coecles Harbor is also used to
enlertain. "We ¢an have a mck concert for
hundreds of peaple In the backyard,” Kath-
erine says. “We have hosted the B-52s, the
Barenaked Ladies and John Fogerty for the
Group for the East End, as well as Bofus
and Loudan Wainwright 111 and [the late]
Lo Resd For the 4 Paster tick prrlgr:u‘n"

Although they are always up for enter-
taining, the Birch family also appreciate the
low-key lifestyle of Shelter lsland. “There
is snmething here for everyone and it is a
wonderful community that | feel a part
of," Kathering says. Being involved in the
comemunity and having the desiee to pro-
tect the local environment led Katherine
to pet invobved with the Group tor the East
End, for which she serves as vice chair, a
caommitment she is p.:.ss.iunulu abnatil, *Ths
Groups work is based in advocacy and
education,” she says. “They inspire peopls
tn embrace a conservation ethic by teach-
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ing children and adults alike what it means to take care of a place
your lowe, Them, they use their expertise to protect what we all
lowve by advocating for policy change. Water quality, open-space
preservating, beach erosion, wildlife habitats—they wark at every
level to protect and preserve the East End as we know it—and
inspire g'h-m::r for generations to come

“We are working hard to protect the nature of the place we all
Jowe wnd reaching our kids 1o protect their future”

‘reservation for future generations is also a deeply personal
canse for Katherine, as her own children are growing up in these
idyllic surroundings. *We have chickens and my son picks fresh
epas: he also loves helping me plant vegetables and fdowers and is
very excited about how things are prown.” she says. 1 am kooking
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her kids' time is apeit otdanrs, hu.'.'i:tfk_ pECiuics, rn'."ll.llz: bikes with
their parents o gobng on the boat and 1o ice cream outings. Once
they turn &, they will join in the footsteps of their father by jotning
a children’s sailing program at the Shelter Island Yacht Club, which
was frunded in 1886 and is ane of the oldest clubs in America

As the day winds down and the sun sets over Shelter Isband,
the house feels almost like it is floating on the shimmering waters
outside. The tamily gathers in the kitchen tor dinner and the kids
are already making plans for the next day's adventures. There is a
lot to I, as another summer of fun. family and friends begins, #
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